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SUBJECT: USG/GOS RELATIONS 

REF: ADDIS ABABA 0016 

1 . WE CONCUR WITH REFTEL THAT TO TERM ELE AS ''CONSERVATIVE'' IN 
CONTEXT OE OVERALL POLITICAL AND SOCIO-ECONOMIC PHILOSOPHY IS 
INACCURATE. ON VARIOUS OCCASIONS WE HAVE DESCRIBED THE ELE AS A 
"CONSERVATIVE, MUSLIM " ORGANIZATION, BUT THIS HAS ALWAYS BEEN 
IN RELATION TO THE MARXIST-ORIENTED PEE. THE LONG-TIME LEADERS 
OE THE ELE WHO WERE INVOLVED IN LEGITIMATE POLITICS IN ERITREA 
DURING THE EEDERATION (1952-62) WERE NEITHER MARXISTS NOR 
SOCIALISTS. EQUALLY, THEIR ADHERENCE TO ISLAM NEVER CAUSED THEM 
TO OPPOSE UNIVERSAL EDUCATION OR OTHER MEASURES WHICH MIGHT BE 
INTERPRETED AS EFEORTS TO WEAKEN RELIGIOUS LOYALTY. UPON BECOM- 
ING LEADERS OE AN INSURGENT MOVEMENT, THEY CONTINUED TO ESCHEW 
MARXIST JARGON, PAYING LIP SERVICE ONLY WHEN COMPELLED TO DO SO 
IN ORDER TO OBTAIN ASSISTANCE EROM MARXIST-ORIENTED ARAB STATES. 

2. AS TO WHETHER THE ELE COULD NOW BE TERMED SOCIALIST IN THEIR 
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PHILOSOPHY, IT IS THOUGHT LIKELY THAT SHOULD THEY COME TO POWER 
THEY WOULD NOT REVERSE THE SOCIALIST MEASURES TAKEN BY THE 
DIRG, E.G. NATIONALIZATION OE INDUSTRY AND BANKING. AT THE 
SAME TIME, ERITREA WAS NOT SUBJECT TO THE SAME EEUDAL LAND TENURE 
SYSTEM THAT EXISTED IN THE REST OE ETHIOPIA, AS THE VAST MAJOR- 
ITY OE LAND WAS HELD ON A COMMUNAL BASIS. THE ELF HAS NOT ADVOC- 
ATED ANY SIGNIFICANT CHANGE IN THIS SYSTEM. 
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3. IN SUM, THE ELF SHOULD BE VIEWED AS LARGELY NON-DOCTRINAIRE 
IN PHILOSOPHY, AND PARTICULARLY BY COMPARISON TO THE PLE. THE 
PLE MANIFEST THEIR MARXIST ORIENTATION IN NUMEROUS WAYS, AND 
THEIR EORMER HOSTAGES REPORT THAT EVEN YOUNG INSURGENTS MOUTH 
MARXIST lARGON. BY CONTRAST, ELE CADRE DEEINE THEIR STRUGGLE 
AS ONE DIRECTED SOLELY AGAINST ETHIOPIAN REPRESSION, AVOIDING 
ANY BROADER TERMS OF REFERENCE. 

WAUCHOPE 
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